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Jerry Schmitt • 100 Miles 

www.thejerryschmittband.com 
 

Jerry Schmitt’s album, 100 Miles is loaded with self-penned songs that are well-written 

and truly country.   With tunes like “If You Only Knew,” “Woman Of His Dreams” and 

“Drink Until I Drop,” Jerry delivers an exceptional performance. It’s easy to see why 

Jerry has gained a strong following in the Midwest and with each spin of this project, he 

should garner even more attention. 

 

Various Artist • A Tribute To Ernest Tubb 

Thanks A Lot Texas Troubadour • Heart Of Texas Records 
 

It goes without saying that Ernest Tubb is a legend.  His music lives on - and in this case it 

lives on through the hearts and voices of some of country music’s finest.  Artists    George 

Jones, Dolly Parton, Georgette Jones, Bobby Lewis, George Hamilton IV, Norma Jean, 

Tony Booth, Johnny Bush, Norma Jean, Darrell McCall, Justin Trevino & Amber Digby, 

Frankie Miller, Dottsy, Curtis Potter, and Joe Paul Nichols bring new life to songs like 

“Drivin’ Nails In My Coffin,” “Slipping Around” and “Waltz Across Texas.”  Well done. 

Brenda Cruz • Heavens Gates Are Open 

 
Brenda Cruz’s Heavens Gates Are Open CD is an assortment of uplifting country gospel 

songs full of inspiration and faith. From the opening number, “Jesus Almighty” to the fi-

nal cut, “He’s Our Own Jesus Christ,” Brenda’s vocals along with the traditional produc-

tion transport the listener to the pew of an old-time country church. This is an enjoyable 

and satisfying piece of work. 
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Jeff Olson • "Rhonda's Honda Christmas" 
www.coltrecords.com 

 

Jeff Olson brings a honky-tonk twist to Christmas with his Yuletide single, “Rhonda’s 

Honda Christmas.” This festive, toe-tappin’ country song’s storyline includes a Honda 

motorcycle drivin’ man and Santa Claus with his sleigh vying for the attention of Rhonda. 

The lively production and lighthearted vocals makes this a fun song for the holidays! 
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The Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum will explore the career 

of superstar Tanya Tucker with the exhibition Tanya Tucker: Strong 

Enough to Bend, which opens November 14, 2014, and runs through May 

2015. 

  

Tanya Tucker’s talent blossomed early, despite being born into poverty in 

Texas and raised in ramshackle apartments and trailers in Arizona, Utah, 

and Nevada. She began performing on local shows at age six, and within 

years was a regular on a Phoenix TV program.  A Las Vegas agent sent a 

demo recording to Billy Sherrill, who quickly signed Tucker to Columbia 

Records. She was thirteen years old. 
  

At the time, few child performers had achieved success in country music. 

But the singer’s husky voice and audacious confidence made her seem 

more grown-up. She proved as much when she walked into a Nashville stu-

dio, in March 1972, and announced to Sherrill and the veteran musicians, 

“Well, I know my part, boys. Do you know yours?” She proceeded to belt out “Delta Dawn” like a seasoned pro, 

and by summer the song was a hit. 

  

Tucker assured her success by releasing six consecu-

tive Top Ten hits including the #1s “What’s Your 

Mama’s Name,” “Blood Red and Goin’ Down,” and 

“Would You Lay With Me (in a Field of Stone)” in 

two years, all produced by Sherrill. The narrative 

songs told daring stories that courted controversy, and 

Tucker’s mature-beyond-her-years vocal style brought 

out the drama and emotion in each.  

  

Two years into her singing career, Tucker appeared on 

the cover of Rolling Stone magazine a rare national 

media spotlight for a country star in 1974. To her par-

ents, Beau and Juanita Tucker, such recognition signi-

fied that their teen daughter had crossover potential 

that could take her beyond the country audience. 

  

On October 10, 1974 Tucker’s sixteenth birthday she signed a $1.4 million contract with MCA Records, a deal bro-

kered by her ambitious father. Her seven years on MCA yielded the #1 hits “Lizzie and the Rainman.” “San Antonio 

Stroll,” and “Here’s Some Love.” In 1978, she recorded the rock-influenced album T.N.T. in Los Angeles.   

  

In California, Tucker began dating singer Glen Campbell, twenty-two years her senior; their fiery, tabloid-filled re-

lationship ended in acrimony.  After a stint with Arista Records, Tucker signed with Capitol Records and reunited 

with producer Jerry Crutchfield, with whom she had worked at MCA. 

  

Tucker’s 1986 album, Girl Like Me, featured four Top Ten hits, including the #1 “Just Another Love.” She enjoyed 

a long run of success on Capitol (and sister label Liberty), with a string of Top Ten hits through 1997, including 

three consecutive #1s, “I Won’t Take Less Than Your Love,” “If It Don’t Come Easy,” and “Strong Enough to 

Bend.” 

 www.CountryMusicHallOfFame.org 
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It was the album that Nashville and the music industry 

didn't quite know what to do with. On October 17, 1989 

twenty-five years ago today , Mercury Records released the 

album Pickin' On Nashville, the debut disc from The Ken-

tucky Headhunters. 
 

The band originated in 1968 and was comprised of Richard 

and Fred Young, along with cousins Greg Martin and An-

thony Kenney. They didn’t look or sound like any other 

groups in the business, they were more comfortable in t-

shirts and jeans and their sound was a hybrid of Country, 

Southern Rock, and Blues. 
 

Growing up in Edmonton, KY on a family farm, the band 

had played together for over twenty years prior to their big 

break. That time period included a couple of brushes with 

the spotlight. Under the name Itchy Brother (Richard Young recalls the name came from a scraggly lion from the 

cartoon Bongo Congo), the group were groomed by Capricorn Records in the 1970s. 
 

With a lineup that now included bass player and vocalist Doug Phelps, and his brother, Ricky Lee, the die was 

firmly cast for stardom. Having created a buzz with their live appearances in the Southern Kentucky area, as well as 

“The Chitlin’ Show,” their popular radio show at WLOC in Munfordville, by 1988, the Headhunters were ready to 

take their sound nationwide. 
 

Richard Young remembers their showcase in Nashville. As soon as I hit those first chords of "Walk Softly on This 

Heart of Mine," it looked like someone yelled ’There’s a bomb in here!’ With the exception of the bartender, wait-

ress and a few friends, we cleared Douglas Corner. One man was left standing Harold Shedd, then president of Mer-

cury Records. He took one of our homemade albums and left. The next day he called and said boys we may be cook-

ing hamburgers next year but I gotta try this. 
 

Shedd’s gamble proved to be right on the money. “Walk Softly On This Heart Of Mine,” the Bill Monroe classic 

was released as the first single, hitting the Billboard Country Singles chart on September 30, 1989. Radio didn’t 

know what hit them, as the group watched the single move up the charts.  Though the single only made it to No. 25, 

Stan Hitchcock at CMT was paying attention and the video spread the music of the Kentucky Headhunters around 

the nation like wildfire. 
 

Pickin’ On Nashville included three more singles, “Dumas Walker,” “Rock and Roll Angel,” and their top-ten cover 

of Don Gibson’s “Oh Lonesome Me.” When the dust settled, the disc sold well over two million copies, and was 

named as the 1990 Album of the Year by the Country Music Association, not bad when considering the group re-

corded the album in three days for only $4,500 an unheard of amount of time and money then and now.  
 

The success keeps coming for the Kentucky Headhunters and never one to be pigeon-holed in any one specific 

genre, the group continues to tour and record. All in all, they have released thirteen albums including their self-titled 

disc this year. They also continue to play to packed houses here in the United States and abroad. 

 

www.KentuckyHeadhunters.net 

Kentucky Headhunters Celebrate 
25 Years of Pickin' On Nashville 
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Superstar Songwriters 
Salute Hank Cochran 

Superstar songwriters Dean Dillon and Jamey Johnson will 

salute Hank Cochran at a tribute concert on November 16. The 

pair will host the event, gathering friends of the late songwriter 

for what promises to be an unforgettable night of music and 

memories. Top-tier tunesmith Scotty Emerick ("Beer For My 

Horses," "I Love This Bar"), joins the lineup, which also in-

cludes hit songwriter/producer Buddy Cannon ("Set 'Em Up 

Joe," "Give It Away;" Kenny Chesney, Willie Nelson, Jamey 

Johnson) and singer/songwriter Jesse Whitley, son of the late 

Keith Whitley. The tribute kicks off the final evening of the 10-

day long 30th Frank Brown International Songwriters' Festival, 

held "live on the line" from the world-famous FloraBama 

Lounge. The club is located at 17401 Perdido Key Drive, Per-

dido Key, Florida; the music starts at 6 p.m. 

 

Hank will be inducted into the Country Music Hall of Fame 

later this month. The award follows his 1967 inclusion in the Country Music Foundation's Walkway of 

Stars, the unanimous vote that earned him his place in the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame (1974) and 

a place in the Mississippi Musicians' Hall of Fame (2003). His catalog has generated more than 36 million 

performances. 

www.FrankBrownSongwriters.com 
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Reba McEntire Headlines 
Dawn Sears & Friends Benefit Show 

Reba McEntire will headline a benefit concert at Depot Square 

in Gallatin, Tenn. on Sunday, Nov. 30 at 6:30 p.m., to fund lung 

cancer research at Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center. 
 

Organized by singer and lung-cancer patient Dawn Sears, the 

show will also feature performances by The Time Jumpers (of 

which Sears is a member) and Riders In The Sky. Gold-winning 

Olympic figure skater Scott Hamilton, a cancer survivor himself, 

will emcee the event. 
 

Vanderbilt physicians Leora Horn and Pierre Massion will speak 

briefly on goals and advances in cancer research. 
 

“I am on a mission to help fund lung cancer research at Vander-

bilt-Ingram Cancer Center,” states Sears.  “A benefit concert is 

the best way I know how to do that.  It is my mission to bring 

more hope to those of us with lung cancer. I was diagnosed with lung cancer over a year ago and I now 

have a greater understanding of the daily battle and challenges that people with cancer of any kind face.” 
 

Sears, a former recording artist for Warner Brothers Records and Decca Records and a longtime harmony 

singer in Vince Gill’s band, was diagnosed with lung cancer in February 2013 and continues in treatment. 
 

www.DawnSearsAndFriends.com 
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